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The Charitable Crescent Politics of Aid in the Muslim World I.B. Tauris Islamic Charity Under Suspicion': such headlines have
become familiar since the attacks on the United States on 9.11. The Charitable Crescent is a unique and original account of a hitherto
little-known ﬁeld of pivotal signiﬁcance to our understanding of the Muslim world today: the relationship between politics and
philanthropy in the workings of Islamic charities. Based on years of research, Jonathan Benthall and Jerome Bellion-Jourdan explain the
long tradition of philanthropy in Muslim history and how it is constantly adapted to diﬀering political contexts. The pervasive
connections betwe. Charitable Crescent Gulf Charities and Islamic Philanthropy in the Age of Terror and Beyond Mitchell
Beazley Gulf Charities and Islamic Philanthropy in the "Age of Terror" and Beyond is the ﬁrst book to be published on the charities of
Saudi Arabia and the Arabian Gulf, covering their work both domestic and international. From a diversity of viewpoints, the book
addresses: the historical roots of Islamic philanthropy in religious traditions and geopolitical movements; the interactions of the Gulf
charities with "Western" relief and development institutions - now under pressure owing to budgetary constraints; numerous case
studies from the Middle East, Africa, and South Asia; the impact of violent extremism on the sector, with the legal repercussions that
have followed - especially in the USA; the recent history of attempts to alleviate the obstacles faced by bona ﬁde Islamic charities,
whose absence from major conﬂict zones now leaves a vacuum for extremist groups to penetrate; the prospects for a less politicized
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Islamic charity sector when the so-called "war on terror" eventually loses its salience. Sacred Aid Faith and Humanitarianism
Oxford University Press The global humanitarian movement, which originated within Western religious organizations in the early
nineteenth century, has been of most important forces in world politics in advancing both human rights and human welfare. While the
religious groups that founded the movement originally focused on conversion, in time more secular concerns came to dominate. By
the end of the nineteenth century, increasingly professionalized yet nominally religious organization shifted from reliance on the good
book to the public health manual. Over the course of the twentieth century, the secularization of humanitarianism only increased, and
by the 1970s the movement's religious inspiration, generally speaking, was marginal to its agenda. However, beginning in the 1980s,
religiously inspired humanitarian movements experienced a major revival, and today they are virtual equals of their secular brethren.
From church-sponsored AIDS prevention campaigns in Africa to Muslim charity eﬀorts in ﬂood-stricken Pakistan to Hindu charities in
India, religious groups have altered the character of the global humanitarian movement. Moreover, even secular groups now gesture
toward religious inspiration in their work. Clearly, the broad, inexorable march toward secularism predicted by so many Westerners
has halted, which is especially intriguing with regard to humanitarianism. Not only was it a highly secularized movement just forty
years ago, but its principles were based on those we associate with "rational" modernity: cosmopolitan one-worldism and material (as
opposed to spiritual) progress. How and why did this happen, and what does it mean for humanitarianism writ large? That is the
question that the eminent scholars Michael Barnett and Janice Stein pose in Sacred Aid, and for answers they have gathered chapters
from leading scholars that focus on the relationship between secularism and religion in contemporary humanitarianism throughout the
developing world. Collectively, the chapters in this volume comprise an original and authoritative account of religion has reshaped the
global humanitarian movement in recent times. Returning to Religion Why a Secular Age is Haunted by Faith I.B. Tauris How
can one explain the resurgence of religion, even in a western context of rationality and scientiﬁc endeavour? Jonathan Benthall
explains precisely why societies are not bound to embrace western liberal rationality as an evolutionary inevitability. The House of
Service The Gülen Movement and Islam's Third Way Oxford University Press, USA David Tittensor oﬀers a groundbreaking new
perspective on the Gulen movement, a Turkish Muslim educational activist network that emerged in the 1960s and has grown into a
global empire with an estimated worth of $25 billion. Named after its leader Fethullah Gulen, the movement has established more
than 1,000 secular educational institutions in over 140 countries, aiming to provide holistic education that incorporates both
spirituality and the secular sciences. Despite the movement's success, little is known about how its schools are run, or how Islam is
operationalized. Drawing on thirteen months of ethnographic ﬁeldwork in Turkey, Tittensor explores the movement's ideo-theology
and how it is practiced in the schools. His interviews with both teachers and graduates from Africa, Indonesia, Central Asia, and Turkey
show that the movement is a missionary organization, but of a singular kind: its goal is not simply widespread religious conversion,
but a quest to recoup those Muslims who have apparently lost their way through proselytism and to show non-Muslims that Muslims
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can embrace modernity and integrate into the wider community. Tittensor also examines the movement's operational side and shows
how the schools represent an example of Mohammad Yunus's social business model: a business with a social cause at its heart. The
House of Service is an insightful exploration of one of the largest transnational Muslim associations in the world today, and will be
invaluable for those seeking to understand how Islam will be perceived and practiced in the future. Aid in Danger The Perils and
Promise of Humanitarianism University of Pennsylvania Press Humanitarian aid workers increasingly remain present in contexts of
violence and are injured, kidnapped, and killed as a result. Since 9/11 and in response to these dangers, aid organizations have
fortiﬁed themselves to shield their staﬀ and programs from outside threats. In Aid in Danger, Larissa Fast critically examines the
causes of violence against aid workers and the consequences of the approaches aid agencies use to protect themselves from attack.
Based on more than a decade of research, Aid in Danger explores the assumptions underpinning existing explanations of and
responses to violence against aid workers. According to Fast, most explanations of attacks locate the causes externally and maintain
an image of aid workers as an exceptional category of civilians. The resulting approaches to security rely on separation and
fortiﬁcation and alienate aid workers from those in need, representing both a symptom and a cause of crisis in the humanitarian
system. Missing from most analyses are the internal vulnerabilities, exempliﬁed in the everyday decisions and ordinary human frailties
and organizational mistakes that sometimes contribute to the conditions leading to violence. This oversight contributes to the
normalization of danger in aid work and undermines the humanitarian ethos. As an alternative, Fast proposes a relational framework
that captures both external threats and internal vulnerabilities. By uncovering overlooked causes of violence, Aid in Danger oﬀers a
unique perspective on the challenges of providing aid in perilous settings and on the prospects of reforming the system in service of
core humanitarian values. Understanding Islamic Charities CSIS Philanthropy is a vital lens through which to examine the
dynamics of the Muslim world. Islamic charities harness enormous material and human resources, as well as organizational capacity.
Many in the West view Muslim philanthropic enterprises with considerable skepticism because of accusations of material support for,
or condoning of, acts of violence against civilians. Drawing on CSIS's regional and functional expertise, Understanding Islamic Charities
explores the variety of roles that Muslim philanthropies play in diﬀerent countries, their interactions with national and international
institutions, and the boundaries and connections between their philanthropic roles and their political impacts. Humanitarianism in
Question Politics, Power, Ethics Cornell University Press Years of tremendous growth in response to complex emergencies have
left a mark on the humanitarian sector. Various matters that once seemed settled are now subjects of intense debate. What is
humanitarianism? Is it limited to the provision of relief to victims of conﬂict, or does it include broader objectives such as human
rights, democracy promotion, development, and peacebuilding? For much of the last century, the principles of humanitarianism were
guided by neutrality, impartiality, and independence. More recently, some humanitarian organizations have begun to relax these
tenets. The recognition that humanitarian action can lead to negative consequences has forced humanitarian organizations to
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measure their eﬀectiveness, to reﬂect on their ethical positions, and to consider not only the values that motivate their actions but
also the consequences of those actions. In the indispensable Humanitarianism in Question, Michael Barnett and Thomas G. Weiss
bring together scholars from a variety of disciplines to address the humanitarian identity crisis, including humanitarianism's
relationship to accountability, great powers, privatization and corporate philanthropy, warlords, and the ethical evaluations that inform
life-and-death decision making during and after emergencies. China and Islam Cambridge University Press This book is the ﬁrst
ethnographic study of Muslim minorities' practice of Islamic law in contemporary China. The Oxford Handbook of Law and
Anthropology Oxford University Press The Oxford Handbook of Law and Anthropology is a ground-breaking collection of essays that
provides an original and internationally framed conception of the historical, theoretical, and ethnographic interconnections of law and
anthropology. Each of the chapters in the Handbook provides a survey of the current state of scholarly debate and an argument about
the future direction of research in this dynamic and interdisciplinary ﬁeld. The structure of the Handbook is animated by an
overarching collective narrative about how law and anthropology have and should relate to each other as intersecting domains of
inquiry that address such fundamental questions as dispute resolution, normative ordering, social organization, and legal, political,
and social identity. The need for such a comprehensive project has become even more pressing as lawyers and anthropologists work
together in an ever-increasing number of areas, including immigration and asylum processes, international justice forums, cultural
heritage certiﬁcation and monitoring, and the writing of new national constitutions, among many others. The Handbook takes critical
stock of these various points of intersection in order to identify and conceptualize the most promising areas of innovation and
sociolegal relevance, as well as to acknowledge the points of tension, open questions, and areas for future development.
Humanitarianism and Challenges of Cooperation Routledge Humanitarianism as a moral concept and an organized practice has
become a major factor in world society. It channels an enormous amount of resources and serves as an argument for diﬀerent kinds of
interference into the "internal aﬀairs" of countries and regions. At the same time, and for these very reasons, it is an ideal testing
ground for successful and unsuccessful cooperation across borders. Humanitarianism and the Challenges of Cooperation examines the
multiple humanitarianisms of today as a testing ground for new ways of global cooperation. General trends in the contemporary
transformation of humanitarianism are studied and individual cases of how humanitarian actors cooperate with others on the ground
are investigated. This book oﬀers a highly innovative, empirically informed account of global humanitarianism from the point of view
of cooperation research in which internationally renowned contributors analyse broad trends and present case studies based on
meticulous ﬁeldwork. This book will be of great interest to students and researchers in the areas of political science, international
relations and humanitarianism. It is also a valuable resource for humanitarian aid workers. Islam, Politics, Anthropology John Wiley
& Sons Part of The Journal of the Royal Anthropological Institute Special Issue Book Series, Islam, Politics, Anthropology oﬀers critical
reﬂections on past and current studies of Islam and politics in anthropology and charts new analytical approaches to examining Islam
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in the post-9/11 world. Challenges current and past approaches to the study of Islam and Muslim politics in anthropology Oﬀers a
critical comprehensive review of past and current literature on the subject Presents innovative ethnographic description and analysis
of everyday Muslim politics in Asia, Africa, the Middle East, and North America Proposes new analytical approaches to the study of
Islam and Muslim politics Religion and the Politics of Development Springer This volume brings emerging research on religion
and development into conversation with politics. Deploying innovative conceptual frameworks, and drawing on empirical research
from across contemporary Asia, this collection makes an incisive contribution to the analysis of aid and development processes.
Religion and European Society A Primer Wiley-Blackwell A contemporary examination of the role of religion in the European
public sphere and beyond Although the role of religion has arguably declined in the societies of Western and Northern Europe,
religious participation in other parts of the continent and among growing immigrant communities remains an important aspect of daily
life. Recent years have seen a resurgence of religion in the public sphere, prompting many researchers to view European secularism
as an outlier in this global trend. Religion and European Society: A Primer presents recent academic literature that explores key
developments and current debates in the ﬁeld, covering topics such as changing patterns of belief, religion across the political
spectrum, and development and humanitarian aid. Articles written by leading scholars draw from well-established ﬁndings to help
readers contemplate the role of religion in public life, understand the assumptions and underpinnings of the secular worldview, and
develop new ways of thinking about global issues relevant to contemporary global aﬀairs. Each theme is addressed by several articles
to provide readers with diverse, sometimes competing perspectives. This volume oﬀers concepts and ideas that can be used in
various policy, practitioner, and academic settings—clarifying overarching concepts and trends rather than analyzing speciﬁc policy
issues that can quickly become outdated. Addresses issues of contemporary importance such as demographic changes in religious
observance, increased immigration, the emergence of new religious movements, and changes in more established religions Explores
the ethical and philosophical concepts as well as the practical, everyday consequences of European post-secularism Challenges
widespread assumptions about the secular nature of the modern public sphere Oﬀers analytical tools as well as practical policy
recommendations on a range of issues including media, regulation, gender, conﬂict and peacebuilding, immigration and
humanitarianism. Designed to move research ﬁndings from academic journals to the realm of public discourse, Religion and European
Society: A Primer is a valuable source of information for practitioners within and outside of Europe of religious studies, politics, and
international aﬀairs. The Routledge Handbook of Religions and Global Development Routledge This Handbook provides a
cutting-edge survey of the state of research on religions and global development. Part one highlights critical debates that have
emerged within research on religions and development, particularly with respect to theoretical, conceptual and methodological
considerations, from the perspective of development studies and its associated disciplines. Parts two to six look at diﬀerent regional
and national development contexts and the place of religion within these. These parts integrate and examine the critical debates
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raised in part one within empirical case studies from a range of religions and regions. Diﬀerent religions are situated within actual
locations and case studies thus allowing a detailed and contextual understanding of their relationships to development to emerge.
Part seven examines the links between some important areas within development policy and practice where religion is now being
considered, including: Faith-Based Organisations and Development Public Health, Religion and Development Human rights, Religion
and Development Sustainable Development, Climate Change and Religion Global Institutions and Religious Engagement in
Development Economic Development and Religion Religion, Development and Fragile States Development and Faith-Based Education
Taking a global approach, the Handbook covers Africa, Latin America, South Asia, East and South-East Asia, and the Middle East. It is
essential reading for students and researchers in development studies and religious studies, and is highly relevant to those working in
area studies, as well as a range of disciplines, from theology, anthropology and economics to geography, international relations,
politics and sociology. Social Policy in the Islamic World Springer Nature This book examines social policy in Muslim countries
across the world and the status and role of Islamic teachings in such policies. It ﬁlls a gap in the literature by reviewing and comparing
the experience of several Muslim countries from across the world. The existing social policy literature lacks a comprehensive appraisal
of the social policy scene in Muslim societies, especially from a comparative perspective. This book will be of interest to a wide
audience in the academic and policy forums related to and interested in Muslim societies and communities. Global Political Islam
Routledge An accessible and comprehensive account of the global dimensions of political Islam in the twenty-ﬁrst century, explaining
political Islam, nationalism and globalization and providing a detailed account of Al Qaeda. The Wiley Blackwell Companion to
Religion and Politics in the U.S. John Wiley & Sons The Wiley Blackwell Companion to Religion and Politics in the U.S. provides a
broad, inclusive, and rich range of chapters, in the study of religion and politics. Arranged in their historical context, chapters address
themes of history, law, social and religious movements, policy and political theory. Broadens the parameters of this timely subject,
and includes the latest work in the ﬁeld Draws together newly-commissioned essays by distinguished authors that are cogent for
scholars, while also being in a style that is accessible to students. Provides a balanced and inclusive approach to religion and politics
in the U.S. Engages diverse perspectives from various discourses about religion and politics across the political and disciplinary
spectra, while placing them in their larger historical context Hamas, Jihad and Popular Legitimacy Reinterpreting Resistance in
Palestine Routledge This book investigates the many faces of Hamas and examines its ongoing evolution as a resistance
organisation in the context of the Israel/Palestine conﬂict. Speciﬁcally, the work interrogates Hamas’ interpretation, reinterpretation
and application of the twin concepts of muqawama (resistance) and jihad (striving in the name of God). The text frames the
movement’s capacity to accrue popular legitimacy through its evolving resistance discourses, centred on the notion of jihad, and the
practical applications thereof. Moving beyond the dominant security-orientated approaches to Hamas, the book investigates the
malleable nature of both resistance and jihad including their social, symbolic, political and ideational applications. The diverse
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interpretations of these concepts allow Hamas to function as a comprehensive social movement. Where possible, this volume
attempts to privilege ﬁrst-order or experiential knowledge emanating from the movement itself, its political representatives, and the
Palestinian population in general. Many of these accounts were collected by the author during ﬁeldwork in the Middle East. Not only
does this work present new primary data, but it also investigates a variety of contemporary empirical events related to Palestine and
the Middle East. This book oﬀers an alternative way of viewing the movement’s popular legitimacy grounded in theoretical, empirical
and ethnographic terms. This book will be of much interest to students of Hamas, political violence, critical terrorism studies, Middle
Eastern politics, security studies and IR in general. Islam and Development Exploring the Invisible Aid Economy Routledge The
study of Islam since the advent of 9/11 has made a signiﬁcant resurgence. However, much of the work produced since then has
tended to focus on the movements that not only provide aid to their fellow Muslims, but also have political and at times violent
agendas. This tendency has led to a dearth of research on the wider Muslim aid and development scene. Focusing on the role and
impact of Islam and Islamic Faith Based Organisations (FBOs), an arena that has come to be regarded by some as the 'invisible aid
economy', Islam and Development considers Islamic theology and its application to development and how Islamic teaching is
actualized in case studies of Muslim FBOs. It brings together contributions from the disciplines of theology, sociology, politics and
economics, aiming both to raise awareness and to function as a corrective step within the development studies literature. Charity
Drops Water Provision and the Politics of the Zakat Chamber in Khartoum, Sudan LIT Verlag Münster The study investigates
how the current Islamist regime in Sudan inﬂuences the Zakat Chamber to control the Zakat collection and distribution. It argues that
these reforms are founded on the extension of ﬁqh sources introducing modern interpretations of Zakat and based on the
prioritization between the Zakat categories according to their deﬁnition of 'the public interest'. Thus, the Zakat Chamber funds service
projects such as water services for the poor. The study is the ﬁrst in-depth empirical research on the politics of the Zakat Chamber in
Sudan. It gives a novel understanding of internal dynamics of the state and civil society in Sudan. Muslim Lives in Eastern Europe
Gender, Ethnicity, and the Transformation of Islam in Postsocialist Bulgaria Princeton University Press Muslim Lives in
Eastern Europe examines how gender identities were reconﬁgured in a Bulgarian Muslim community following the demise of
Communism and an inﬂux of international aid from the Islamic world. Kristen Ghodsee conducted extensive ethnographic research
among a small population of Pomaks, Slavic Muslims living in the remote mountains of southern Bulgaria. After Communism fell in
1989, Muslim minorities in Bulgaria sought to rediscover their faith after decades of state-imposed atheism. But instead of returning to
their traditionally heterodox roots, isolated groups of Pomaks embraced a distinctly foreign type of Islam, which swept into their
communities on the back of Saudi-ﬁnanced international aid to Balkan Muslims, and which these Pomaks believe to be a more correct
interpretation of their religion. Ghodsee explores how gender relations among the Pomaks had to be renegotiated after the collapse of
both Communism and the region's state-subsidized lead and zinc mines. She shows how mosques have replaced the mines as the
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primary site for jobless and underemployed men to express their masculinity, and how Muslim women have encouraged this as a way
to combat alcoholism and domestic violence. Ghodsee demonstrates how women's embrace of this new form of Islam has led them to
adopt more conservative family roles, and how the Pomaks' new religion remains deeply inﬂuenced by Bulgaria's Marxist-Leninist
legacy, with its calls for morality, social justice, and human solidarity. A Companion to Moral Anthropology John Wiley & Sons A
Companion to Moral Anthropology is the ﬁrst collective consideration of the anthropological dimensions of morals, morality, and
ethics. Original essays by international experts explore the various currents, approaches, and issues in this important new discipline,
examining topics such as the ethnography of moralities, the study of moral subjectivities, and the exploration of moral economies.
Investigates the central legacies of moral anthropology, the formation of moral facts and values, the context of local moralities, and
the frontiers between moralities, politics, humanitarianism Features contributions from pioneers in the ﬁeld of moral anthropology, as
well as international experts in related ﬁelds such as moral philosophy, moral psychology, evolutionary biology and neuroethics A
Social Revolution Politics and the Welfare State in Iran Univ of California Press For decades, political observers and pundits
have characterized the Islamic Republic of Iran as an ideologically rigid state on the verge of collapse, exclusively connected to a
narrow social base. In A Social Revolution, Kevan Harris convincingly demonstrates how they are wrong. Previous studies ignore the
forceful consequences of three decades of social change following the 1979 revolution. Today, more people in the country are
connected to welfare and social policy institutions than to any other form of state organization. In fact, much of Iran’s current political
turbulence is the result of the success of these social welfare programs, which have created newly educated and mobilized social
classes advocating for change. Based on extensive ﬁeldwork conducted in Iran, Harris shows how the revolutionary regime endured
through the expansion of health, education, and aid programs that have both embedded the state in everyday life and empowered its
challengers. This focus on the social policies of the Islamic Republic of Iran opens a new line of inquiry into the study of welfare states
in countries where they are often overlooked or ignored. From Recipients to Donors Emerging Powers and the Changing
Development Landscape Zed Books Ltd. From Recipients to Donors examines the emergence, or re-emergence, of a large number
of nations as partners and donors in international development, from global powers such as Brazil, China and India, to Gulf states such
as Saudi Arabia, to former socialist states such as Poland and Russia. The impact of these countries in international development has
grown sharply, and as a result they have become a subject of intense interest and analysis. This unique book explores the range of
opportunities and challenges this phenomenon presents for poorer countries and for development policy, ideology and governance.
Drawing on the author’s rich original research, whilst expertly condensing published and unpublished material, From Recipients to
Donors is an essential critical analysis and review for anyone interested in development, aid and international relations. The New
Humanitarians in International Practice Emerging actors and contested principles Routledge As humanitarian needs
continue to grow rapidly, humanitarian action has become more contested, with new actors entering the ﬁeld to address unmet
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needs, but also challenging long-held principles and precepts. This volume provides detailed empirical comparisons between emerging
and traditional humanitarian actors. It sheds light on why and how the emerging actors engage in humanitarian crises and how their
activities are carried out and perceived in their transnational organizational environment. It develops and applies a conceptual
framework that fosters research on humanitarian actors and the humanitarian principles. In particular, it simultaneously refers to
theories of organizational sociology and international relations to identify both the structural and the situational factors that inﬂuence
the motivations, aims and activities of these actors, and their diﬀerent levels of commitment to the traditional humanitarian
principles. It thus elucidates the role of the humanitarian principles in promoting coherence and coordination in the crowded and
diverse world of humanitarian action, and discusses whether alternative principles and parallel humanitarian systems are in the
making. This volume will be of great interest to postgraduate students and scholars in humanitarian studies, globalization and
transnationalism research, organizational sociology, international relations, development studies, and migration and diaspora studies,
as well as policy makers and practitioners engaged in humanitarian action, development cooperation and migration issues.
South–South Educational Migration, Humanitarianism and Development Views from the Caribbean, North Africa and the
Middle East Routledge This ground-breaking book is one of the ﬁrst to analyse the important phenomenon of South-South
educational migration for refugees. It focuses particularly on South-South scholarship programmes in Cuba and Libya, which have
granted free education to children, adolescents and young adults from two of the world’s most protracted refugee situations: Sahrawis
and Palestinians. Through in-depth multi-sited ﬁeldwork conducted with and about Sahrawi and Palestinian refugee students in Cuba
and Libya, and following their return to the desert-based Sahrawi refugee camps in Algeria and the urban Palestinian refugee camps in
Lebanon, this highly pertinent study brings refugees’ views and voices to the forefront and sheds a unique light on their
understandings of self-suﬃciency, humanitarianism and hospitality. It critically assesses the impact of diverse policies designed to
maximise self-suﬃciency and to reduce both brain drain and ongoing dependency upon Northern aid providers, exploring the extent
to which South-South scholarship systems have challenged the power imbalances that typically characterise North to South
development models. Finally, this very timely study discusses the impact of the Arab Spring on Libya’s support mechanisms for
Sahrawi and Palestinian refugees, and considers the changing nature of Cuba’s educational model in light of major ongoing political,
ideological and economic shifts in the island state, asking whether there is a future for such alternative programmes and initiatives.
This book will be a valuable resource for students, researchers and practitioners in the areas of migration studies, refugee studies,
comparative education, development and humanitarian studies, international relations, and regional studies (Latin America, Middle
East, and North Africa). Muslim Faith-Based Organizations and Social Welfare in Africa Springer Nature This book addresses
the discourses, agendas and actions of Muslim faith-based organizations and activists to empower Muslim communities in
contemporary sub-Saharan Africa. The individual chapters discuss how traditional Muslim welfare and charity institutions, zakat
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(obligatory or mandatory almsgiving), sadaqa (voluntary almsgiving and donations) and waqf (pious endowments), are used to
improve social welfare, focusing on instrumentalization and institutionalization in the collection and distribution of zakat. The book
includes case studies from West Africa (Ghana, Burkina Faso, Cote d’Ivoire, Ghana and Senegal), the Horn of Africa (Somalia) and East
Africa (Kenya and Tanzania), highlighting the role and interplay of local, national and international Sunni, Shia and Ahmadiyya Muslim
faith-based organizations and NGOs. Chapters "Muslim NGOs, Zakat and the Provision of Social Welfare in Sub-Saharan Africa: An
Introduction" and "Discourses on Zakat and Its Implementation in Contemporary Ghana" are available open access under a Creative
Commons Attribution 4.0 International License via link.springer.com. Social Policy in the Middle East and North Africa The New
Social Protection Paradigm and Universal Coverage Edward Elgar Publishing This book presents a state of the art in the
developing ﬁeld of social policy in the Middle East and North Africa (MENA) region. It oﬀers an up-to-date conceptual analysis of social
policy programmes and discourses in the MENA region by critically reviewing the range of social insurance and social assistance
schemes that are currently in existence there. It also analyses and oﬀers suggestions on which of these policies can positively impact
the region’s advancement in terms of human development and in addressing social and economic inequalities and exclusion. The
Routledge Companion to Humanitarian Action Routledge The Companion on Humanitarian Action addresses the political, ethical,
legal and practical issues which inﬂuence reactions to humanitarian crisis. It does so by exploring the daily dilemmas faced by a range
of actors, including policy makers, aid workers, the private sector and the beneﬁciaries of aid and by challenging common perceptions
regarding humanitarian crisis and the policies put in place to address these. Through such explorations, it provides practitioners and
scholars with the knowledge needed to both understand and improve upon current forms of humanitarian action. The Companion will
be of use to those interested a range of humanitarian programmes ranging from emergency medical assistance, military
interventions, managing refugee ﬂows and the implementation of international humanitarian law. As opposed to addressing speciﬁc
programmes, it will explore ﬁve themes seen as relevant to understanding and engaging in all modes of humanitarian action. The ﬁrst
section explores varying interpretations of humanitarianism, including critical historical and political-economic explanations as well as
more practice based explorations focused on notions needs assessments and evaluation. Following this, readers will be exposed to the
latest debates on a range of humanitarian principles including neutrality and sovereignty, before exploring the key issues faced by the
main actors involved in humanitarian crisis (from international NGOs to local community based organizations). The ﬁnal two sections
address what are seen as key dilemmas in regards to humanitarian action and emerging trends in the humanitarian system, including
the increasing role of social media in responding to crises. Whilst not a ‘how to guide’, the Companion contains many practical insights
for policy makers and aid workers, whilst also oﬀering analytical insights for students of humanitarian action. Indeed, throughout the
book, readers will come to the realization that understanding and improving humanitarian action simultaneously requires both active
critical reﬂection and an acceptance of the urgency and timeliness of action that is required for humanitarian assistance to have an
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impact on vital human needs. Exploring a sector that is far from homogenous, both practitioners and scholars alike will ﬁnd the
contributions of this book oﬀers them a deeper understanding of the motivations and mechanics of current interventions, but also
insight into current changes and progress occurring in the ﬁeld of humanitarian practice. Charity in Saudi Arabia Civil Society
under Authoritarianism Cambridge University Press In this innovative study of everyday charity practices in Jeddah, Nora Derbal
employs a 'bottom-up' approach to challenge dominant narratives about state-society relations in Saudi Arabia. Exploring charity
organizations in Jeddah, this book both oﬀers a rich ethnography of associational life and counters Riyadh-centric studies which focus
on oil, the royal family, and the religious establishment. It closely follows those who work on the ground to provide charity to the local
poor and needy, documenting their achievements, struggles and daily negotiations. The lens of charity oﬀers rare insights into the
religiosity of ordinary Saudis, showing that Islam oﬀers Saudi activists a language, a moral frame, and a worldly guide to confronting
inequality. With a view to the many forms of local community activism in Saudi Arabia, this book examines perspectives that are too
often ignored or neglected, opening new theoretical debates about civil society and civic activism in the Gulf. Preaching Islamic
Revival in East Africa Cambridge Scholars Publishing This book deals with the new dynamics of Islam in East Africa (Tanzania,
Kenya, Uganda, Sudan and Comoros) and its attempt to expand through various missionary activities. As Muslim reformers have done
elsewhere in the world, the reformers in East Africa are ﬁghting for an Islamic awakening. The central argument of this book is to say
that although these activities are supported by contributions from transnational networks, their origins go back to the frustration of
Muslim communities of East Africa with politics, education, and professional training. The other argument is to show that this Islamic
awakening is not just about the Salaﬁ or Muslim Brothers trend, it concerns also Shī‘a, Suﬁ, Muslim Bible Scholars and others alike. All
these trends mimic each other while competing against each other at the same time. They also take the same position vis-à-vis the
various Christian groups. Handbook of Research on NGOs Edward Elgar Publishing This volume provides a critical overview of
research on Non-governmental Organisations (NGOs). While it notes that the deﬁnition of NGOs is contested, and can include both
business and national groups, it focuses primarily on international NGOs engaged with human rights, social and environmental
concerns, and aid and development issues. With contributions by Peter Willetts, Tom Davies, Bob Reinalda and other leading scholars,
it provides a series of critical essays on both general aspects of NGOs and signiﬁcant issues of particular concern. The Request and
the Gift in Religious and Humanitarian Endeavors Springer This collection revisits classical anthropological treatments of the gift
by documenting how people may be valued both through the requests they make and through what they give. Many humanitarian
practitioners, the authors propose, regard giving to those in need as the epitome of moral action but are liable to view those people’s
requests for charity as merely utilitarian. Yet in many religious discourses, prayers and requests for alms are highly valued as moral
acts, obligatory for establishing relationships with the divine. Framing the moral qualities of asking and giving in conjunction with each
other, the contributors explore the generation of trust and mistrust, the politics of charity and accountability, and tensions between
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universalism and particularism in religious philanthropy. Governing Gifts Faith, Charity, and the Security State University of
New Mexico Press This collection investigates the intersections between faith-based charity and secular statecraft. The contributors
trace the connections among piety, philanthropy, policy, and policing. Rather than attempt to delimit what constitutes so-called faithbased aid and institutions or to reify the concept of the state, they seek to understand how faith and organized religious charity can
be mobilized—at times on behalf of the state—to govern populations and their practices. In exploring the relationship between faithbased charity and the state, this volume contributes to discussions of the boundaries between public and private realms and to
studies on the resurgence of religion in politics and public policy. The contributors demonstrate how the borders between faith-based
and secular domains of governance cannot be clearly deﬁned. Ultimately the book aims to expand the parameters of what has
typically been a US-centric discussion of faith-based interventions as it explores the concepts of faith, charity, security, and
governance within a global perspective. Empire of Humanity A History of Humanitarianism Cornell University Press Empire of
Humanity explores humanitarianism’s remarkable growth from its humble origins in the early nineteenth century to its current
prominence in global life. In contrast to most contemporary accounts of humanitarianism that concentrate on the last two decades,
Michael Barnett ties the past to the present, connecting the antislavery and missionary movements of the nineteenth century to
today’s peacebuilding missions, the Cold War interventions in places like Biafra and Cambodia to post–Cold War humanitarian
operations in regions such as the Great Lakes of Africa and the Balkans; and the creation of the International Committee of the Red
Cross in 1863 to the emergence of the major international humanitarian organizations of the twentieth century. Based on extensive
archival work, close encounters with many of today’s leading international agencies, and interviews with dozens of aid workers in the
ﬁeld and at headquarters, Empire of Humanity provides a history that is both global and intimate. Avoiding both romanticism and
cynicism, Empire of Humanity explores humanitarianism’s enduring themes, trends, and, most strikingly, ethical ambiguities.
Humanitarianism hopes to change the world, but the world has left its mark on humanitarianism. Humanitarianism has undergone
three distinct global ages—imperial, postcolonial, and liberal—each of which has shaped what humanitarianism can do and what it is.
The world has produced not one humanitarianism, but instead varieties of humanitarianism. Furthermore, Barnett observes that the
world of humanitarianism is divided between an emergency camp that wants to save lives and nothing else and an alchemist camp
that wants to remove the causes of suﬀering. These camps oﬀer diﬀerent visions of what are the purpose and principles of
humanitarianism, and, accordingly respond diﬀerently to the same global challenges and humanitarianism emergencies.
Humanitarianism has developed a metropolis of global institutions of care, amounting to a global governance of humanity. This
humanitarian governance, Barnett observes, is an empire of humanity: it exercises power over the very individuals it hopes to
emancipate. Although many use humanitarianism as a symbol of moral progress, Barnett provocatively argues that humanitarianism
has undergone its most impressive gains after moments of radical inhumanity, when the "international community" believes that it
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must atone for its sins and reduce the breach between what we do and who we think we are. Humanitarianism is not only about the
needs of its beneﬁciaries; it also is about the needs of the compassionate. NGOs in the Muslim World Faith and Social Services
Routledge Muslim NGOs are continuously expanding their ﬁeld of activities to various areas, including education, medical services,
environment, aging societies, gender issues, and inter-religious dialogue. They are visible in an urban slum in Pakistan, rural
development in Indonesia, and even in Fukushima in Japan to distribute hot meals among the aﬀected people. Muslim NGOs have
become a global phenomenon. Though there have been many studies on "political Islam", only a few approaches to broaden our
understanding of Muslim NGOs have appeared. NGOs in the Muslim World brings together contributors familiar with the local language
who have each been engaged with ﬁeldwork for many years. Based on empirical anthropological and sociological studies in Japan,
Indonesia, Pakistan, Iran, Turkey, and Jordan, they explore key issues concerning the role and work of Muslim NGOs, from the
inspirations Muslims take from holy texts to the religious expectations of volunteers devoting their time to charitable causes. The book
discusses the relationship of Muslim organizations with Islamic institutions, as well as their interpretations of the contemporary issues
faced by NGOs within a speciﬁcally Islamic framework. As a result, NGOs in the Muslim World provides fresh insight into Muslims’ faithbased initiatives concerning contemporary issues. This book will be of interest to students and scholars from diverse disciplines
including anthropology, sociology, political science and history, as well as Middle Eastern and Islamic Studies. The Oxford Handbook
of Islamic Law Oxford Handbooks in Law This volume provides a comprehensive survey of the contemporary study of Islamic law and
a critical analysis of its deﬁciencies. Written by outstanding senior and emerging scholars in their ﬁelds, it oﬀers an innovative
historiographical examination of the ﬁeld of Islamic law and an idealintroduction to key personalities and concepts. While capturing
the state of contemporary Islamic legal studies by chronicling how far the ﬁeld has come, the Handbook also explains why certain
debates recur and indicates fundamental gaps in our knowledge. Each chapter presents bold new avenues for research and will help
readers appreciate thecontested nature of key concepts and topics in Islamic law. This Handbook will be a major reference work for
scholars and students of Islam and Islamic law for years to come. Season of Rains Africa in the World University of Chicago Press
Africa is playing a more important role in world aﬀairs than ever before. Yet the most common images of Africa in the American mind
are ones of poverty, starvation, and violent conﬂict. But while these problems are real, that does not mean that Africa is a lost cause.
Instead, as Stephen Ellis explains in Season of Rains, we need to rethink Africa’s place in time if we are to understand it in all its
complexity—it is a region where growth and prosperity coexist with failed states. This engaging, accessible book by one of the world’s
foremost researchers on Africa captures the broad spectrum of political, economic, and social foundations that make Africa what it is
today. Ellis is careful not to position himself in the futile debate between Afro-optimists and Afro-pessimists. The forty-nine diverse
nations that make up sub-Saharan Africa are neither doomed to fail nor destined to succeed. As he assesses the challenges of African
sovereignties, Ellis is not under the illusion that governments will suddenly become more benevolent and less corrupt. Yet, he sees
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great dynamism in recent technological and economic developments. The proliferation of mobile phones alone has helped to
overcome previous gaps in infrastructure, African retail markets are becoming integrated, and banking is expanding. Businesses from
China and emerging powers from the West are investing more than ever before in the still land-rich region, and globalization is
oﬀering possibilities of enormous economic change for the growing population of one billion Africans, actively engaged in charting the
future of their continent. This highly readable survey of the continent today oﬀers an indispensable guide to how money, power, and
development are shaping Africa’s future.
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