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Doing Political Science and International Relations
Theories in Action
Red Globe Press This is an ideal introduction for all embarking on a degree in Politics or International Relations. Starting
from the premise that the 'doing' of political science is an active, and interactive, process of critical evaluation, it
addresses the crucial question of how – as well as what – we should study. The book examines a wide range of
theoretical perspectives and shows how they can be usefully applied to questions such as 'Why do states go to war?'
and 'In whose interests does the political system work?' Chapters are organized by core areas of study – such as power,
the state, policy, institutions, the media, security, political economy – and show how theories can be used and applied
within each topic.

International Relations
A Self-Study Guide to Theory
Verlag Barbara Budrich The book is written for active learners – those keen on cutting their own path through the
complex and at times hardly comprehensible world of THEORY in International Relations. To aid this process as much
as possible, this book employs the didactical and methodical concept of integrating teaching and self-study. The
criteria for structured learning about IR theory will be derived from an extensive discussion of the questions and
problems of philosophy of science (Part 1). Theory of IR refers to the scientiﬁc study of IR and covers all of the
following subtopics: the role and status of theory in the academic discipline of IR; the understanding of IR as a science
and what a ""scientiﬁc"" theory is; the diﬀerent assumptions upon which theory building in IR is based; the diﬀerent
types of theoretical constructions and models of explanations found at the heart of particular theories; and the
diﬀerent approaches taken on how theory and the practice of international relations are linked to each other. The
criteria for the structured learning process will be applied in Part 2 of the book during the presentation of ﬁve selected
theories of International Relations. The concept is based on ""learning through example"" – that is, the ﬁve theories
have been chosen because, when applying the criteria developed in Part 1 of the book, each single theory serves as an
example for something deeply important to learn about THEORY of IR more generally.

Rethinking International Relations
Edward Elgar Publishing In this thought-provoking book, Bertrand Badie argues that the traditional paradigms of
international relations are no longer sustainable, and that ignorance of these shifting systems and of alternative
models is a major source of contemporary international conﬂict and disorder. Through a clear examination of the
political, historical and social context, Badie illuminates the challenges and possibilities of an ‘intersocial’ and
multilateral approach to international relations.

The Oxford Handbook of International Relations
OUP Oxford The Oxford Handbook of International Relations oﬀers the most authoritative and comprehensive overview
to date of the ﬁeld of international relations. Arguably the most impressive collection of international relations
scholars ever brought together within one volume, the Handbook debates the nature of the ﬁeld itself, critically
engages with the major theories, surveys a wide spectrum of methods, addresses the relationship between scholarship
and policy making, and examines the ﬁeld's relation with cognate disciplines. The Handbook takes as its central
themes the interaction between empirical and normative inquiry that permeates all theorizing in the ﬁeld and the way
in which contending approaches have shaped one another. In doing so, the Handbook provides an authoritative and
critical introduction to the subject and establishes a sense of the ﬁeld as a dynamic realm of argument and inquiry.
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The Oxford Handbook of International Relations will be essential reading for all of those interested in the advanced
study of global politics and international aﬀairs.

Theory of International Politics
McGraw-Hill Humanities, Social Sciences & World Languages Forfatterens mål med denne bog er: 1) Analyse af de gældende
teorier for international politik og hvad der heri er lagt størst vægt på. 2) Konstruktion af en teori for international
politik som kan kan råde bod på de mangler, der er i de nu gældende. 3) Afprøvning af den rekonstruerede teori på
faktiske hændelsesforløb.

International Relations Theory
Routledge This textbook shows how to think about international relations and oﬀers insights into its most important
theories and issues. Written from beyond the Anglo-US academic environment, with attention to regional nuances, it
teaches students to perceive international politics in an organized and theoretical way, thus helping them grasp the
complexity of the subject and see simple ways of making sense of it. Providing a thorough introduction to the main
theories and approaches to international relations, the book covers the main dilemmas, concepts and methodological
issues alongside a number of neglected theoretical paradigms such as institutionalism, Marxism, critical approaches,
feminism and power in world politics. It will be of great use as a main textbook as well as a supplementary guide for
related courses, including Foreign Policy Analysis, Conﬂict Studies, Security Studies, History of International Relations,
International Organizations and Global Governance.

Progress in International Relations Theory
Appraising the Field
MIT Press All academic disciplines periodically appraise their eﬀectiveness, evaluating the progress of previous
scholarship and judging which approaches are useful and which are not. Although no ﬁeld could survive if it did
nothing but appraise its progress, occasional appraisals are important and if done well can help advance the ﬁeld. This
book investigates how international relations theorists can better equip themselves to determine the state of scholarly
work in their ﬁeld. It takes as its starting point Imre Lakatos's inﬂuential theory of scientiﬁc change, and in particular
his methodology of scientiﬁc research programs (MSRP). It uses MSRP to organize its analysis of major research
programs over the last several decades and uses MSRP's criteria for theoretical progress to evaluate these programs.
The contributors appraise the progress of institutional theory, varieties of realist and liberal theory, operational code
analysis, and other research programs in international relations. Their analyses reveal the strengths and limits of
Lakatosian criteria and the need for metatheoretical metrics for evaluating scientiﬁc progress.

Political Theory and International Relations
Princeton University Press In one, international relations is a Hobbesian state of nature in which moral judgments are
entirely inappropriate, and in the other, states are analogous to persons in domestic society in having rights of
autonomy that insulate them from external moral assessment and political interference.

Introduction to International Relations
Theories and Approaches
Oxford University Press Introduction to International Relations provides a concise and engaging introduction to the
principal international relations theories and, uniquely, explores how theory can be used to analyse contemporary
issues.Readers are introduced to the most important theories, encompassing both classical and contemporary
approaches and debates. Throughout the text the authors encourage readers to consider the strengths and
weaknesses of the theories presented, and the major points of contention between them. In so doing, the text helps
the reader to build a clear understanding of how major theoretical debates link up with each other, and how the
structure of the discipline of international relations is established.Jackson and Sørensen place a strong emphasis
throughout on the relationship between theory and practice, carefully explaining how theories organise and shape our
view of the world. A chapter is dedicated to key global issues and how theory can be used as a tool to analyse and
interpret these issues. New to this editionIncreased coverage of signiﬁcant and current issues in global politics,
including terrorism, religion, the environment, and war and peaceA substantially updated chapter on the contemporary
debates in international political economy, including capitalist diversity, models of development, and inequality New
end of chapter questions to encourage readers to link the key theories to practice, highlighting how theories matter

2

Doing Political Science And International Relations Theories In Action

25-09-2022

key=Political

Doing Political Science And International Relations Theories In Action

3

Key Research Concepts in Politics and International
Relations
SAGE From action research to validity, this innovative and informative text is an invaluable guide to a variety of core
research concepts in both political science and international relations. Key Features: - Each entry is consistently
structured, providing: a clear deﬁnition, a focused explanation, a summary of current debates and areas of research,
further reading, and references to other related concepts. - Explains how and why particular research methods are
used and highlights alternative research concepts and strategies. - Cross-relates entries, enabling you to dip in to
topics and follow threads throughout the book. - Packed with illuminating examples to help you to apply theory to the
'real world' of political analysis. An essential companion for students of Politics and International Relations at both
undergraduate and postgraduate levels.

Memory and Trauma in International Relations
Theories, Cases and Debates
Routledge This work seeks to provide a comprehensive and accessible survey of the international dimension of trauma
and memory and its manifestations in various cultural contexts. Drawing together contributions and case studies from
scholars around the globe, the book explores the international political dimension of feeling, suﬀering, forgetting,
remembering and memorializing traumatic events and to investigate how they function as social practices for
overcoming trauma and creating social change. Divided into two sections, the book maps out the diﬀerent theoretical
debates and then moves on to examine emerging themes such as ontological security, social change, gender, religion,
foreign policy & natural disasters. Throughout the chapters, the editors consider the social, political and ethical
implications of forgetting and remembering traumatic events in world politics Showcasing how trauma and memory
deepen our understanding of IR, this work will be of great interest to students and scholars of international relations,
memory and trauma studies and security studies.

Social Theory of International Politics
Cambridge University Press Drawing upon philosophy and social theory, Social Theory of International Politics develops a
theory of the international system as a social construction. Alexander Wendt clariﬁes the central claims of the
constructivist approach, presenting a structural and idealist worldview which contrasts with the individualism and
materialism which underpins much mainstream international relations theory. He builds a cultural theory of
international politics, which takes whether states view each other as enemies, rivals or friends as a fundamental
determinant. Wendt characterises these roles as 'cultures of anarchy', described as Hobbesian, Lockean and Kantian
respectively. These cultures are shared ideas which help shape state interests and capabilities, and generate
tendencies in the international system. The book describes four factors which can drive structural change from one
culture to another - interdependence, common fate, homogenization, and self-restraint - and examines the eﬀects of
capitalism and democracy in the emergence of a Kantian culture in the West.

Handbook of Political Science: International politics.
Theory of international relations
Theories of International Politics and Zombies
Apocalypse Edition
Princeton University Press How international relations theory can be applied to a zombie invasion What would happen to
international politics if the dead rose from the grave and started to eat the living? Daniel Drezner’s groundbreaking
book answers the question that other international relations scholars have been too scared to ask. Addressing timely
issues with analytical bite, Drezner looks at how well-known theories from international relations might be applied to a
war with zombies. Exploring the plots of popular zombie ﬁlms, songs, and books, Theories of International Politics and
Zombies predicts realistic scenarios for the political stage in the face of a zombie threat and considers how valid—or
how rotten—such scenarios might be. With worldwide calamity feeling ever closer, this new apocalyptic edition
includes updates throughout as well as a new chapter on postcolonial perspectives.
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Theories of International Relations
Contending Approaches to World Politics
John Wiley & Sons Since the ﬁeld of International Relations was established almost a century ago, many diﬀerent
theoretical approaches have been developed, each oﬀering distinctive accounts of the world, why it has come to be the
way it is, and how it might be made a better place. In this illuminating textbook, leading IR scholar, Stephanie Lawson,
examines each of these theories in turn, from political realism in its various forms to liberalism, Marxism, critical
theory and more recent contributions from social theory, feminism, postcolonialism and green theory. Taking as her
focus the major practical issues facing scholars of international relations today, Lawson ably shows how each theory
relates to situations ?on the ground?. Each chapter features case studies, questions for discussion to encourage
reﬂection and classroom debate, guides to further reading and web resources. The study of IR is a profoundly
normative enterprise, and each theoretical school has its strengths and weaknesses. Theories of International
Relations encourages a critical, reﬂective approach to the study of IR theory, while emphasising the many important
and interesting things it has to teach us about the complexities and challenges of international politics today.

History of International Relations Theory
Manchester University Press Torbjorn L. Knutsen introduces ideas on international relations expressed by thinkers from
the High Middle Ages to the present day and traces the development of four ever-present themes: war, peace, wealth
and power. The book counters the view that international relations has no theoretical tradition and shows that
scholars, soldiers and statesmen have been speculating about the subject for the last 700 years. Beginning with the
roots of the state and the concept of sovereignty in the Middle Ages, the author draws upon the insights of
outstanding political thinkers - from Machiavelli and Hobbes to Hegel, Rousseau, and Marx and contemporary thinkers
such as Woodrow Wilson, Lenin, Morgenthau and Walt - who profoundly inﬂuenced the emergence of a discrete
discipline of International Relations in the twentieth century. Fully revised and updated, the ﬁnal section embraces
more recent approaches to the study of international relations, most notably postmodernism and ecologism.

International Relations Theory and the Environment
A Study of Brazilian and Indian Policy-making on Climate
Change
The Power of International Theory
Reforging the Link to Foreign Policy-Making through
Scientiﬁc Enquiry
Routledge This new study challenges how we think about international relations, presenting an analysis of current
trends and insights into new directions. It shows how the discipline of international relations was created with a
purpose of helping policy-makers to build a more peaceful and just world. However, many of the current trends, postpositivism, constructivism, reﬂectivism, and post-modernism share a conception of international theory that is
inherently incapable of oﬀering signiﬁcant guidance to policy-makers. The Power of International Theory critically
examines these approaches and oﬀers a novel conventional-causal alternative that allows the reforging of a link
between IR theory and policy-making. While recognizing the criticisms of earlier forms of positivism and
behaviouralism, the book defends holistic testing of empirical principles, methodological pluralism, criteria for
choosing the best theory, a notion of 'causality,' and a limited form of prediction, all of which are needed to guide
policy-makers. This is an essential book for all students and scholars of international relations.

Gramsci, Political Economy, and International Relations
Theory
Modern Princes and Naked Emperors
Springer This book seeks to provide the most comprehensive and sustained engagement and critique of neo-Gramscian
analyses available in the literature. In examining neo-Gramscian analyses in IR/IPE, the book engages with two
fundamental concerns in international relations: (i) The question of historicity and (ii) The analysis of radical
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transformation.

The Quest for Knowledge in International Relations
How Do We Know?
Cambridge University Press What kinds of knowledge do international relations theories seek? How do they search for it
and claim to have found it? Lebow uses his answers to these questions to say something important about the theory
project in IR, and in the social sciences more generally.

Theory and History in International Relations
Routledge Theory and History in International Relations is an eloquent plea to scholars of global politics to turn away
from the "manufacture" of data and return to a systematic study of history as a basic for theory. While the modest use
of empiricism will always be important, Puchala rejects the logical positivism of the so-called "scientiﬁc revolution" in
the ﬁeld in favor of a more complex, even intuitive, vision of global politics. He addresses the potential uses of history
in studying some of the major debates of our time-the Cold War as a struggle between empires, the collision of
civilizations, cultural encounters and colonies in the ancient world, and liberal approaches to the understanding of
history and ethical contributions to the dialogue over theory.

An Introduction to International Relations
Cambridge University Press Invaluable to students and those approaching the subject for the ﬁrst time, An Introduction to
International Relations, Second Edition provides a comprehensive and stimulating introduction to international
relations, its traditions and its changing nature in an era of globalisation. Thoroughly revised and updated, it features
chapters written by a range of experts from around the world. It presents a global perspective on the theories, history,
developments and debates that shape this dynamic discipline and contemporary world politics. Now in full-colour and
accompanied by a password-protected companion website featuring additional chapters and case studies, this is the
indispensable guide to the study of international relations.

The Regimes of European Integration
Constructing Governance of the Single Market
OUP Oxford The regulation of ﬁnancial markets and companies in Europe has undergone signiﬁcant changes over the
last decade. The Commission, Member States, and Parliament constructed regimes that facilitate new legislation,
sanction delegation to the Commission for ﬁnancial market law, and structure the cross-border regulation of
companies within the single market. The substance of this book is about that regime development. In creating the
regimes discussed in this book, EU leaders contributed to the ongoing constitutionalisation of Europe by contesting
and constructing norms. Patterns of normative collision, collusion and coexistence determined whether and what kind
of regime emerged. Each of the regimes required an explicit deﬁnition of the vertical relationship between the EU and
the member states, and of the horizontal relationship amongst the member states. It deﬁned the kind of regulatory
state that would be required, the mix of European and national bodies involved, and the procedures they were to
follow in carrying out their functions. It also deﬁned what kinds of national variation in related economic and social
policy would be regarded as legitimate. As they made these agreements, European leaders simultaneously articulated
what it meant to be a member state in the single market, and what it meant to delegate responsibilities to the EU. This
constitutionalised these ideals by sorting out the issues of EU and national responsibilities in a powerfully
authoritative way. The theory of this book is about demonstrating the normative foundations of these constitutional
agreements and showing how they had to be built on the shoulders of national ones.

Introduction to International Relations
Theories and Approaches
OUP Oxford This new edition has been updated in light of current events and ongoing debates and includes a new
chapter on feminism, post-structuralism, and post-colonialism. It provides a highly readable introduction to the
principal theories in international relations, combining original analysis with a range of learning features.

A History of International Political Theory
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Ontologies of the International
Springer Contemporary theory of international politics faces a twofold problem: the critical engagement with legacies of
national power politics in connection to 20th Century International Relations and the regeneration of notions of
humanity. This book contributes to this engagement by a genealogy of thoughts on war, peace, and ethics.

International Relations Theories
Discipline and Diversity
Oxford University Press, USA This cutting-edge textbook is the most comprehensive introduction to international relations
theory available. It argues that theory is central to explaining the dynamics of world politics, and includes a wide
variety of theoretical positions, from the historically dominant traditions to powerful critical voices since the 1980s.
The editors have brought together a team of international contributors, each specialising in a diﬀerent theory. They
each explain the theoretical background totheir position before showing how and why their theories matter. The book
opens up space for analysis and debate and leaves students to decide which theories they ﬁnd most useful in
explaining and understanding international relations. The book is supported by an Online Resource Centre. Student
resources: Key points for each chapter Web links Flashcard glossary Lecturer resources: PowerPoint slides

Role Theory in International Relations
Taylor & Francis This important new volume advances current role theory scholarship, oﬀering concrete theoretical
suggestions of how foreign policy analysis and IR theory could beneﬁt from a closer integration of role theory. It will be
of great interest to all scholars and students of international relations, foreign policy and international politics.

The Invention of International Relations Theory
Realism, the Rockefeller Foundation, and the 1954
Conference on Theory
Columbia University Press The 1954 Conference on Theory, sponsored by the Rockefeller Foundation, featured a 'who's
who' of scholars and practitioners debating what would become the foundations of international relations theory.
Assembling his own team of experts, the editor revisits a seminal event in the discipline.

Rational Theory of International Politics
The Logic of Competition and Cooperation
Princeton University Press Within the realist school of international relations, a prevailing view holds that the anarchic
structure of the international system invariably forces the great powers to seek security at one another's expense,
dooming even peaceful nations to an unrelenting struggle for power and dominance. Rational Theory of International
Politics oﬀers a more nuanced alternative to this view, one that provides answers to the most fundamental and
pressing questions of international relations. Why do states sometimes compete and wage war while at other times
they cooperate and pursue peace? Does competition reﬂect pressures generated by the anarchic international system
or rather states' own expansionist goals? Are the United States and China on a collision course to war, or is continued
coexistence possible? Is peace in the Middle East even feasible? Charles Glaser puts forward a major new theory of
international politics that identiﬁes three kinds of variables that inﬂuence a state's strategy: the state's motives,
speciﬁcally whether it is motivated by security concerns or "greed"; material variables, which determine its military
capabilities; and information variables, most importantly what the state knows about its adversary's motives. Rational
Theory of International Politics demonstrates that variation in motives can be key to the choice of strategy; that the
international environment sometimes favors cooperation over competition; and that information variables can be as
important as material variables in determining the strategy a state should choose.

Fundamental Theories in Political Science and
International Relations by Dappa Tamuno-Omi Godwin,
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Nse Etim Akpan, Christopher Ikem Olisah, Nebeife
Chigozie Joseph
International Relations Theory and Philosophy
Interpretive dialogues
Routledge This book discusses the contribution of philosophers and thinkers whose ideas have recently begun to
permeate international relations theory. It provides an introduction to the contemporary debates regarding theories
and methodologies used to study international relations, particularly the relationships between interpretive accounts
of social action, European philosophical traditions, hermeneutics and the discipline of international relations. The
authors provides a platform for dialogue between theorists and researchers engaged in a more speciﬁc area studies,
geo-political studies, political theory and historical accounts of international politics. The volume analyzes a variety of
theoretical and explores the work of Nietzsche, Heidegger, Gramsci, Wittgenstein, Gadamer, Levinas, Bakhtin,
Patocka, Derridean, Deleuze and Susan Sontag. Making an important contribution to discussions about how to study
the complexities of world politics, this book will be of interest to students and researchers of international relations,
politics, sociology, philosophy and political theory.

Practice Theory and International Relations
Cambridge University Press Advances our understanding of global and international relations through a ground-breaking
philosophical analysis of social practices indebted to Oakeshott, Wittgenstein and Hegel.

Explaining the History of American Foreign Relations
Cambridge University Press Revised and updated introduction to American diplomatic history.

Securing Outer Space
International Relations Theory and the Politics of Space
Routledge The challenges that space poses for political theory are profound. Yet until now, the exploration and
utilization of space has generally reﬂected – but not challenged – the political patterns and impulses which
characterized twentieth-century politics and International Relations. This edited volume analyses a number of
controversial policies, and contentious strategies which have promoted space activities under the rubric of exploration
and innovation, militarization and weaponization, colonization and commercialization. It places these policies and
strategies in broader theoretical perspective in two key ways. Firstly, it engages in a reading of the discourses of
space activities: exposing their meaning-producing practices; uncovering the narratives which convey certain space
strategies as desirable, inevitable and seamless. Secondly, the essays suggest ways of understanding, and critically
engaging with, the eﬀects of particular space policies. The essays here seek to ‘bring back space’ into the realm of
International Relations discourse, from which it has been largely removed, marginalized and silenced. The various
chapters do this by highlighting how activities in outer space are always connected to earth-bound practices and
performances of the every day. Securing Outer Space will be of great interest to students of space power, critical
security studies and IR theory.

Kalevi Holsti: A Pioneer in International Relations Theory,
Foreign Policy Analysis, History of International Order,
and Security Studies
Springer In honour of Prof. Kalevi Holsti’s 80th birthday, this collection presents 15 of the renowned Political Scientist’s
major essays and research projects. It also oﬀers a collection of his writings and essays on theories of international
relations, foreign policy analysis, security and the world order. These previously published works address issues that
remain “hot topics” on the international agenda, such as the changing nature of warfare and the causes of failed
states; major essays also evaluate the current search for international order. Prof. Holsti is the author of a major
textbook that has been translated into Mandarin, Korean, Japanese, and Bahasa Indonesian. Thousands of
undergraduates around the world are acquainted with his work.
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The Conduct of Inquiry in International Relations
Philosophy of Science and Its Implications for the Study
of World Politics
Routledge This volume ws the winner of The International Studies Association Theory Section Book Award 2013,
presented by the International Studies Association and The Yale H. Ferguson Award 2012, presented by International
Studies Association-Northeast. There are many diﬀerent scientiﬁcally valid ways to produce knowledge. The ﬁeld of
International Relations should pay closer attention to these methodological diﬀerences, and to their implications for
concrete research on world politics. The Conduct of Inquiry in International Relations provides an introduction to the
philosophy of science issues and their implications for the study of global politics. The author draws attention to the
problems caused by the misleading notion of a single uniﬁed scientiﬁc method, and proposes a framework that clariﬁes
the variety of ways that IR scholars establish the authority and validity of their empirical claims. Jackson connects
philosophical considerations with concrete issues of research design within neopositivist, critical realist, analyticist,
and reﬂexive approaches to the study of world politics. Envisioning a pluralist science for a global IR ﬁeld, this volume
organizes the signiﬁcant diﬀerences between methodological stances so as to promote internal consistency, public
discussion, and worldly insight as the hallmarks of any scientiﬁc study of world politics. This important volume will be
essential reading for all students and scholars of International Relations, Political Science and Philosophy of Science.

International Theory
Critical Investigations
Springer Reinvestigates realism in the context of international relations through a dialogue between classical
international theory and critical theoretical challenges to it. Essays in international theory are combined with writings
in critical and postructuralist theories of international relations.

Widening the World of International Relations
Homegrown Theorizing
Routledge Current international relations (IR) theories and approaches, which are almost exclusively built in the West,
are alien to the non-Western contexts that engender the most hard-pressing problems of the world and ultimately
unhelpful in understanding or addressing the needs surrounding these issues. Our supposedly revolutionary new
concepts and approaches remain largely insuﬃcient in explaining what happens globally and in oﬀering lessons for
improvement. This deﬁciency can only be addressed by building more relevant theories. For theory to be relevant in
accounting for contemporary international relations, we argue, it should not only apply to, but also emanate from
diﬀerent corners of the current political universe. In other words, diversity and dialogue can only come about when
periphery scholars do not just "meta-theorize" but also "theorize." Aydinli and Biltekin propose a new form of
theorizing through this collection of work, one that eﬀectively blends peripheral outlooks with theory production. They
call this form "homegrown theorizing," or original theorizing in the periphery about the periphery. Arguing that
disciplinary culture is oblivious to the diversity that might be achieved by theorizing based on indigenous ideas and/or
practices, this book intends to highlight that potential, showing diversity in the background of the authors, because
wherever one looks at the world from, paints the picture that is being seen. Therefore, we bring together scholars from
Eastern Europe to South Africa, from Iran to Japan to cover the extant diversity in ideas. This work will be essential
reading for all students and scholars concerned with the future of international relations theory.

Re-Thinking International Relations Theory via
Deconstruction
Routledge International Relations (IR) theorists have ceaselessly sought to understand, explain, and transform the
experienced reality of international politics. Running through all these attempts is a persistent, yet unquestioned,
quest by theorists to develop strategies to eliminate or reduce the antinomies, contradictions, paradoxes, dilemmas,
and inconsistencies dogging their approaches. A serious critical assessment of the logic behind these strategies is
however lacking. This new work addresses this issue by seeking to reformulate IR theory in an original way. Arﬁ begins
by providing a thorough critique of leading contemporary IR theories, including pragmatism, critical/scientiﬁc realism,
rationalism, neo-liberal institutionalism and social-constructivism, and then moves on to strengthen and go beyond the
valuable contributions of each approach by employing the logic of deconstruction pioneered by Derrida to explicate the
consequences of taking into account the dilemmas and inconsistencies of these theories. The book demonstrates that
the logic of deconstruction is resourceful and rigorous in its questioning of the presuppositions of prevailing IR
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approaches, and argues that relying on deconstruction leads to richer and more powerfully insightful pluralist IR
theories and is an invaluable resource for taking IR theory beyond currently paralyzing ‘wars of paradigms’.
Questioning universally accepted presuppositions in existing theories, this book provides an innovative and exciting
contribution to the ﬁeld, and will be of great interest to scholars of international relations theory, critical theory and
international relations.

What's the Point of International Relations?
Routledge What’s the Point of International Relations casts a critical eye on what it is that we think we are doing when
we study and teach international relations (IR). It brings together many of IR’s leading thinkers to challenge
conventional understandings of the discipline’s origins, history, and composition. It sees IR as a discipline that has
much to learn from others, which has not yet lived up to its ambitions or potential, and where much work remains to
be done. At the same time, it ﬁnds much that is worth celebrating in the discipline’s growing pluralism and views IR as
a deeply political, critical, and normative pursuit. The volume is divided into ﬁve parts: • What is the point of IR? • The
origins of a discipline • Policing the boundaries • Engaging the world • Imagining the future Although each chapter
alludes to and/or discusses central aspects of all of these components, each part is designed to capture the central
thrust of the concerns of the contributors. Moving beyond western debate, orthodox perspectives, and uncritical
histories this volume is essential reading for all scholars and advanced level students concerned with the history,
development, and future of international relations.
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